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Our 1% Graders did such an awesome job Monday evening, November
2 with their program “Celebrating Patriotism at Akin”. Thanks to eve-
ryone for their generous support.

Mark your calendars for other student programs this year:

December 7 - 4th Grade Rockin’ Ribbits Choir(after school
group) combined with all 3rd Grade - Holiday

January 11 — Mrs. Nichols, Mrs. Payton, Mrs. Larson, Mrs.
Gagnon-Hartman, Mrs. McDorman and Mrs. Paredes’ Classes —
“A Winter Walk”

February 1 — Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Starr, Mrs. Womack and Mrs. Mal-
hiot’s Classes —“A Winter Walk"”

April 5 - 4th Grade Choir - All-District, "Celebrate the Arts" music

Nurses Notes

Please continue to follow the Wylie ISD guidelines regarding student health
exclusion from school. Call the school absence line the morning your child is
absent and include specific/detailed reason for absence (ex. fever, diarrhea,
vomiting, coughing, sore throat, etc). This will assist us in closely monitoring
our students during flu season. It is also very important that students stay home
when they are ill. This will reduce the spread of germs and prevent others
from getting sick. Please get your family vaccinated for seasonal flu 2009 and
HINI flu when vaccines are available.

Please continue to encourage your children to:

1. Wash their hands with soap and water frequently. Alcohol-based gel sani-
tizers may be used as a substitute when soap and water is not available.

2. Practice and encourage children to wash hands after sneezing, blowing, or
touching their nose, after using the bathroom, after recess, before eating etc.

3. Remind your children not share personal care items (towels, soap, etc) and/
or food and drinks. This will reduce the risk of transmission of germs.

4. Teach your children to cough and sneeze in their sleeves.

Please consider donating a bottle or two of hand sanitizer and/or Lysol/Clorox
wipes. We are trying to reduce the risk of germ transmission throughout the cam-
pus. This includes the classrooms and other rooms such as computer, library, PE,
Music, Art and other common areas our children share. We appreciate any donation
you can make. Thank you for helping us keep our students healthy this season!

l‘u“l‘

¥ Bits and Bytes from Mrs. Norman

With the cold and flu season coming upon us so rapidly this year, I am in need
of your help. If you could donate containers of Lysol or Clorox wipes to the
computer lab I would greatly appreciate it. I clean the equipment daily and the
students use germ-x as they enter the computer lab. Since my classroom is
used by the whole school, I really try to keep it as clean as possible. Thank
you so much for your help.

If any of you have extra time on your hands and have the yearning to volun-
teer, I am always open to having help in the computer lab during kindergarten
rotation from 8:50 — 9:50. If this is something you might be interested in
please e-mail me for details: wendy.norman@wylieisd.net

Counselor’s Corner

by
Mrs. Montgomery

Rachel’s Challenge is in full swing.
We now have over 300 links in our school
chain. We have seen children working hard
to show compassion and kindness. Our guid-
ance lesson this six weeks was on influence.
We focused on rejecting negative influences
and following positive influences. Remem-
ber ‘Links of Kindness’ can be a home pro-
ject as well.

Our food drive for the Christian Care
Center will begin on November the 9™ and
continue to November 17", Our goal is 10
food items per child. The classes reaching
this goal will receive an extra recess and the
class with the most items will receive a
movie and pizza party. We want the children
to understand the reason that we bring this
food, but the rewards help them remember to
bring the items. Below is a list of items sug-
gested by the center.

Canned meats, fruit, and vegetables
Tomato products

Dry pastas, cereals, noodles, and rice

Peanut butter
Jelly
Boxed dinners
Cake, jello, and pudding mixes
Canned juices
Powdered and canned milk
Bread and Biscuit mixes

Toiletry items

S.M.A.R.T. Lab needs you. In just 30 minutes a
week you can make a difference in the life of a
child at Akin Elementary. By volunteering to men-
tor one day a week you will become a part of
Akin’s wonderful S.M.A.R.T. Lab (Students and
Mentors Achieving Results Together).

We need, parents, guardians, grandparents, older

siblings, relatives, and friends. We need YOU!

Contact Becky Hogan at 972-429-3400 x 7155 or
becky.hogan@wylieisd.net.

Please Volunteer. You truly will Make a Differ-
ence.
Thank you.
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Class News

Pre-K” Akin Little Tadpoles— Pre-K studenty are studying the changes that hap-
pew invthe fall. They are noticing the leawves turning colors and the air
feely cooler. The children continue their wovk writing and drowing inv
their notebooks as well as printing their names.

Kindergarten- It has been a busy month in Kindergarten! In Language arts we are going to continue to learn the letters of
the alphabet and the sound each letter makes. We will also be working on creating our own rhyming words, listening to stories
to answer questions and stretching out words . During our math time we will be focusing on half & whole, comparing sets of
objects and measuring. Please continue to work with your child at home on recognizing their numbers to 40 and counting to
50. In Science we are going to classify living and non-living things and the characteristics of animas. Since the weather is
getting cooler please send your child with a light jacket for recess. Label the inside with their name in case it gets lost. Thank
you for all your help at home.

First Grade—Wow! Can you believe we are almost in our 3™ six weeks of school? First graders have been so busy this
year! We are exploring simple addition and subtraction in math. Practice joining and separating sets of objects at home. In
Science, we are learning about parts of systems and how simple machines work. We had a great time this week with election
day. Each class had a mock election. We loved casting our ballots and seeing the results. Don’t forget to wear your favorite
Dallas Cowboy jersey or shirt next Tuesday, Nov 10. Please join us at lunch that day for our Thanksgiving feast. Thank you
so much for all of your support at home. We appreciate you!!

Second Grade-No news at this time.

Third Grade T We have now entered into the Multiplication and Division Zone! It is time to buy a set of multiplication/
division flash cards and start to memorize the products and quotients. Factors are the numbers that are multiplied together, and
the product is the answer to the multiplication problem. A dividend is the number that we split up into equal groups. The divi-
sor is the number of equal groups the dividend is to be separated into, and the answer to a division problem is a quotient. Stu-
dents need to think of multiplication as a fast way to add up equal numbers, and division is a fast way to separate a large num-
ber into equal groups (with a remainder sometimes). The symbol “X”” means “groups of”’. For example, 5 x 2 = 10, can be said
“5 groups of 2 is 10” or 5 times 2 equals 10”. The complete fact family includes, “10 divided into two equal groups is 10” or
“10 divided into 5 equal groups is 2”. Using the “groups of”” concept can be very helpful when first learning the multiplication
and division facts. Also, practice counting by multiples (count-bys) of 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 to help your child
memorize those facts! ~We want to thank all of you busy parents that are reading at home with your third grader. We can hear
fluency progress in those children that are reading consistently at home. Don’t forget to sign those 100 minute reading logs, and
keep reading during our Thanksgiving break!

Fourth Grade O No news at this time.

ART NEWS-The art class recently received a donation of jug caps, from milk jugs, juice jugs and caps, from pop
bottles and the like. These turned out to be just the thing for working with geometric shapes when preparing col-
lage. We want to thank the donor again and to encourage parents who like to save items to save those for future use.
Who would have guessed?

2010 International Aviation Art Contestd Flying with the Sun
This Texas Department of Transportation Contest is open to students ages 6—13. All entries are due to Mr. Kirsch by
December 18, 2009. Please see Mr. Kirsch for information and entry forms.



